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AccorDING TO the report of the
Maine commission, the court could form
no definite opinion of the condition of
the wreck from the divers’ evidence,
from technical details of the wreckage
the court “‘deduced” that a mine was
exploded, and the court could not find
evidence to fix the responsibility.
And yet on snch a report, there are
many people in this country who ad-
vocate war with Spain, that would in-
crease tenfold the sufferings of the Cu-
bans, main or kill thousandsof Ameri-
can citizens, and so enlarge the public
debt as to make the taxes necessary to
pay the interest on it, oppressive, if oot
upbearable, snd which, if successful,
would benefit nobody, not even the ic-
surgents for whom it will be under-
taken. Whether or not there be no
laws in time of war, the experience of
this country is tothe effect that there
is no sense in time of rumorsof war.
Bafore aoy thing further be done in the
case of the Maine, that vesselshould
be raised, so that ber whole bull shall
be visible. Nothing in mechanical force
is impossible now, and the cost of the
raising of the Maine would be a baga-
telle to that of war with Spain.

TxE Philadelphia Record says “*prob-
ably uot ten peopls in the entire South-
ern Confederacy, outside of the military
officials, were aware of wha' was goiog
on bebind the stockades of the prison
camp at Aondersonville.” It is utterly
impossible for Norihern people to be-
come correctly informed on any subject
relating to the South. Everybody in
the South, without as well as
within the class of military officials,
was perfectly aware of the condition at
Andersonyille, and the Southern pews-
papers were filled with mccounts of it,
and, what is an indelible shame acd
reproach to the North, ia thet the hor-
rors of that condition were fully and
agcuratelv portrayed to the U, S. zov-
ernment, which was asked to allow the
South to buy the necessary food and
medicine for the sutlerers, or to permit
them to be exchanged, but which posi-
tively refused to do either. ‘‘Humanpi-
qarianism’ was not as popular in the
North then as it is now.

FREE sCHOOLS were established to af-
ford people too poor to send their child-
ren to school the means of doing so
without expense. But that idea has
long since been dissipated, and such
schools are now availed of by rich peo-
ple for the instruction of their children.
The result, of course, has been to break
up many private gchools, to say voth-
ing of other evil consequences, It has
also been found that in cities in which
free medicine dispensaries have been
established, many people well able to
buy drugs, obtain them on the public
accoupt, and spend the money they
would have to pay for them in the pur-
chase of liquor and other luxuries. Pa.
ternalism has few good, but many evil
consequences, :

TaaT the refusal of the legislature to
chapge the existing excellent election
laws was perfectly right and proper, is
proved by the action of the republican
majority in Congress in turning fairly
and legally elected democratic mem-
bers from Virginia out of that
body, in order to give their sea's
to republicans who were not elected.
No matter what the laws may be or
how efficiently they may be en-
forced, Virginia democrats have po
chance in a republican House, and now
that the chairman of the elections com-
mittee is & renegade from their own
State, they have lesa than ever before,

Boume of the preachers in Wash-
iogton  yesterdsy held forth in
fayor of the heathen god of
war, instead of the Christian Ged
of peace and good will, in whose
cause they profess to be engaged. They
lifted up their voices and cried aloud
for blood and irom, rather than for
charity to all men. So keen sat on
war were they, that one of them said it
should have been declared the day
after the Maine explosion, and the in-
vestigation of that explosion been made
afterwards, and for sayiong so they were
applauded by their congregations,

Xir. HoARr saysthe Sepate has not
degenerated; but another Senator rises
on the floor of that body and says silant
lips compel to speak, buries his face in
his hands and bows his head upon his
desk, snd is led to the cloak room by
his colleague. The bathes was gro-
tesquely transparent,and eyen Mr, Hoar
must have conceived the idea thnt bis
remark referred to was a very im-
prudent one. Butl the deterioration in
the Bepate is no more marked than in
the whole body politic of the country,

Tar Hawaiian annexationists are by
no means pleased with the substitution
of the Cnban scheme for theirs, just
when they imagined the latter was on
the eve of success, Their chance is
now gone, for witha war with Spain
in progress, this country will have
qneither men nor ships to be employed
ijn depriving the Hawaiians of their

liberty, and puttirg them uunder tha‘
control of & few filibusters from the

North.

THE ANNOUNCEMENT on one day that
Fortress Monroe is practically defense-
less and that a foreign sergeant in the
garrison who is familiar with all the
plans of that fortress has dizappeared;
that the battleship Texas ran on a
corel reef, is disabled and will probably
have to go in the dry dock,and that
the leading newspaper of France says
in case of war between Spain and the
Unpited States the sympathies of the
European governments will be with
the former, are not conducive to the
spread of the war spirit.

TaE war florry bas been a great
gource of consolation to the advocates
of the Dingley tariff bill, as they attrit-
ute to it the deficit in the revenue that
naturally results from that bill, When
the sess shall be swept by Spanish
croisers the customs dues will amount
to little or nothing, and internal reve-
nue and loans will be the main reliance
fur the requisite millions.

FROM WASHINGTON.
[Correspondencs of the Aloxandria Gazette,] ¢

W ASHINGTON, March 28. |
There was no additional information
at the Navy Department regardiog the
location of the Spapish torpedo boat
{lotilla now on its way to Puerto Rico
from the Canaries, excepting that it
was advanciog steadily,

The United States note to Spain indi-
cated that the situation in Cuba could
oot muech longer be tolerated, and in
detail recited the distressed conditions
prevailing and the apparent inability
of the present Spanish policy in Cuba
to bring these conditions to a close.
The Spanish answer is reassuring and
furnishes a basis for lively hope that all
differences may be adjusted on a basis
satisfactory to this government.

The special Cabinet meeting which
was called at 10:30 o’clock to-day was
largely devoted to the reading of the
President’s message sent to Congress at
poon. After the Maine report had
heen dispatched to the Capitol some
time was speat in the consideration of
late messages from Minister Wood-
ford. Altbough the details of these
dispatches are not made publie, it is
koown that they are reassuriog in char-
acter and give a basis for the belief
that the présent strained relations may
yet he satisfuctorily relieved. Ivis re-
perted that Spain is willing to make
important concessions and to go so far
43 to withdraw ber troops from Cuba
on coanditions which are more concili-
atory than any hitherto received, and
ciearly indicate a purpose to avoid war
even if to attain that end she is com-
pelled to make sacrifices never before
considired. But notwitbstanding these
hopeful signs, the negotiations have
not passed the davger poiot.

Coucerniog the reportsof an armistice
it can be stated positively that there
wll ba no agreement on the basis of
an armisgtice for eight months or any
other period.

Commodore Horace Elmer was de-
tached from Cramps shipyard to day
anil ordered to duty “in re the Mos-
quito tleet.” This auxiliary organiza-
tioa of the navy, to be called intoactive
serviee, is to be composed of small crafts
of all kinds that may be obtsinable by
the department upon which a guo may
be mouuted and other defensive devices
placed.

One of the main points brought out
ny the testimony in the Maine case is
that the battleship’s position was not
changed after she entered the harbor.
She was moored to a buoy and remain-
el there until blown up. The state-
ment has been made repeatedly in the
press that her position was changed
the night before the explosion by the
direction of the harbor master of Ha-
vina.

In the testimony in the Maine case s ut to
Conzress to-day appears the following: Consul
General Fitzhugh Lee appearcd. before the
court v March Sth. His testimony related
to the official formalities preceding the Maine's
arrival. On Janusry ©4 he received a mes-
sage from the Btate Departmont, saying that
the Maine would be sent 10 Havaps on a
friendly visit to resume the 1egular statns of
naval relations between the two counties, and
Lo was ordered to make arrangements at the
pulace for the interchauge of official courtes-
ive, After acallat the palace he sent tho
State Depsrtment & cipher messago saying:
“Authorities profess to think the United
States kas ulterior purpese in sending the
ship. Eay It will obstruct autonomy
and produce excitement and most pros
bably & demonstration. Ask that i not be
done till they ean get instructions from Mad-
rid. Say that if for friendly purpose a3
claimed, delsy is urvimportant ™ It waa too
late, however; the Maine had slroady sailed.
She arrived uext day and Lee reported her
arrival to the State Department.

In the House to-duy Mr. Rizey of Virginia
introduced the following: Bill for the relief
of Anuie 8. Froobel and Eizabeth D.

Froebo! of Fairfaux connty, Va; peti-
tion of Nawey Worster of Fairfax coun-
ty, Va, for referemce of claim to the

eourt of clwms; petition of Dudley Smith
of Fauquier county, Va., for ditto; bill
for the relief of Fauny J. Grymes of King
George covnty, Va.  Mr, Otey of Virginia ine
troduced the following: A bill for the relief
of W. 8, Hodges, for harse, bridle and saddle
taken by the army in Hzlifax connty ip
1865 ; four petitions from Lynchburg against
the anti-sealping bill; also an exhaustive
briet in fuvor of Florida claimanta under the
treaty of 1819 with Spain,

Congressman Otey of Virginia wont to the
Navy Dopartment to day and usked that
sehedulos and propesals for plug tobacco be
gent to each of the tobacce mapufacturers in
his district.

To show that Mr. Spesker Reed doesn't
want to hurry action o the Maine report is
proved by the fact of his eppointment of
0o less than four members of the foreign of-
fairs committes, to which that report has been
refarred, to attend the funeral of 8 dead mem-
bar of the House, Messrs. Consins and Gillett,
republicans, and Newlands and Barry, demo-
crats.

Commander W. 8 Schley left Washington
last night for Fortress Monroa and to-day
took command of the squadron in Hampton
Boads, making the Brooklyn his flag ship,
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LLeAsE oF PORT ARTHUR.—A dis-
patch from Pekin says: M, Pavloff,
the Russian charge d’affaires, will sign
te-day an agreement with China re-
garding the lease of Port Arthur and
Talienwan to Russia, and the right of
constructing & reilway to both places,
Port Arthur will be handed over to the
Russians to-morrow. Both ports will
be open to warships of the world. The
Russians reserve for themselves the
right to collect customs duty at Talien-
wan, and probebly to take over the
forts at Port Arthur,

Charles Gates, a streel vender, was
found dead in Oakland, Cal, at an
carly hour this morning, Gates, who
was a cripple, had been bound fast to s
table and theu beaten to death with a
heavy pipe. The motive for the crime

1A ADVERTISER,

NEWS OF THE DAY.

The Priocess de Joioville, wife of
Prince Francis, of Orleans, died in
Paris yesterday.

Capt. Sigsbee, commander of the
wrecked ana ruined Maine, will ar-
rive in Washington to-night from Ha-
yana.

The sealing steamer Greenland re-
turned to St. Johns, N, F., on Satur
day, her crew having met disaster on
the ice floes in a blizzard in the North
Atlantic. Twenty-five men perished,
twenty-three are missing and sixty s'x
are terribly frostbitten,

Representative John Simpkios, of
Massachuselts, died suddenly at 10:30
o'clock last pight av his Washington
residence, 1717 K. street, He hed
been ill for a few days with grip. Mr
Simpkins was thiriy-five years old 2nd
& bachelor.

A digpateh from Lincoln, Neb,, says:
Nebraska propeses to place William J
Bryan in the gubernatoiial chair by
50,000 majorily at the coming election.
This, they think, will force eastern
demoerats to help nominate him for the
presidency in 1900,

Mrs. John Burke gave birth on
Wednesday to triplets at her home at
Princeton, N. J. All the children are
girls and, with the mother, are doing
well. About five years ago Mrs, Burke
gave birth to triplets, all of which were
boys, and all are now living.

Mrs. Delia Tudor Parnsl], daughter of
theAmerican naval officer, Rear Admiral

. Charles Stewart, and motber of the late
| Charles Stewart Parnell, died last night

at Avondale, Rathdrum, county Wick-
low, Ireland, as the result of the burns
received Baturday from the igniting of
ber clothing while she was sitting be-
{c{ae a fire. She was eighty-nine years
old,

THE MAINE REPORT.

The Associated Press bas prepared
the following complete ahstract of the
report of the court of inquiry which in
vestigated the wreckiong of the battle-
ship Maine. This abstract is made from
the report itself, access to which was
obtained yesterdey, despite official
secrecy unperalleled in the handling of
official papers.

The report is made up of eight paris,
as follows ;

First—The court finds that at the
time of the explosion the DMaine was
lying in from five and one-balf to six
fathoms of water.

Second—The discipline aboard tke
ghip was excellent; everything wes
stowed away, according to orderi—
wmmunition, guns, stores, &c. The
temperature of the magazines at § p.
m. was normal except in the after 10-
inch magazine, and that did not explade.

Third—The explosion occurred at
9:40 o'clock on the evening of Febroary
17 There were two explosions, with a
very shorl interval between them, The
ship lifted on the first explosion.

Fourth—The court ean form no defi-
nite opinion of the couodition of the
wreck from the divers’ evidence,

Fifth—This part of the report con-
tains technical details of the wreckage,
from which the court deduces thata
mine was exploded uoder the ship oo
the port side. The following facts in
rogard to the forweard part of the shi
are established hy the testimony: A
Frame 17 the out shell of the shipr, from
a point eleveu and one-half feet from
the middle line of Lthe ship, and six feet
aboye the keel when in itz normal posi-
tion, has been forced up 8o as to be
oow about four feet above the surface
of the water: therefore about thirty:
four feet above where it wonld be had
the ship sunk unipjured. The outside
bottom plating is bent into a reversed
V shape (A) the after wing of which,
about fifteen feot broad and thirty-two
fzer in length, is doubled back on itself
against the cootinuation of the same
plating extending forward, At Frame
18 the vertical keel i3 broken in two,
and the flat keel bent into an aogle,
similar to the angle formed by the out-
gside bottom plating. This break is now
ahout six feet below the surface of the
water, and about thirty faet above its
normal position.

Sixth—The explosion was due to no
fault of those on board.

Seveuth—This section contains the
opioion of the court stating that the ex-
plosion of the mine caused the explosion
of the ship’s two magazioes,

Eighth—The court declares that it
cannot find evidence to fix the responsi-
bility.

The report is unanimous and is sign-
ed by all the memberz of the court, It
does not refer to the existence or nos-
existence of mines in the harbor of
Havana except in the specific finding
that a mine was exploded under the
ship and the opinion that the explosion
of the two magazines was cauzed by
the explosion of a mine.

The raport as & whole, is & formal,
dispassionate recital of facts and bears
the stamp of tbat strict officialism
which marks naval procedure. It is
brief, not exceeding 1,800 words, and
among the eight parts goes to the
greatest length under the second head-
ing, which deals with the discipline
and order of the ship. This the court
specifies with extreme minunteness, the
lenst detail of the condition of every-
thing on board being given.

The normal temperature of the large
forward magazioes at 8 o'clock—only
an hour and forty minutes before the
explosion—ig eaid to dispose of the
question of accidental combustion with-
in these megazioes. The court holds
that thege magazines did not explode
from internal causes, byt that the ex-
plosion of the mine under the port side
of the ship caused them to explode.
This will explain the remarkable de-
struction wrought, the explosion thus
being shown to have combined the
force of & mine without and two maga-
zines within, :

The finding tbat the ship lifted on
the first explosion indicates an external
source and one of tremendous power to
be able to lift a battleship weighing
thousands of tons.

Tbe character of the wreckage, tach-
nically deseribed in the fifth part of the
report, from which the court deduces
that a mine was exploded under the
ship on the port side, sustains the view
taken by some experts soon after the
disaster that the force of the explosion
was exerted from port to starboard,

The feature of the report of despest
interest to the navy is the complete ex-
oneration of Capt. Bigsbee and all who
were on board the Maine.

The ingbility of the court to find evi-
dence to fx responsibility makes the
report extremely guarded in expression.
Neither 8pain nor the Spanish are men-
tioned in the document,
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It jas great leap from the old fashioned
dozez of blue-mass and nanseons physics to
the plessant little pills Znown as DeWitt's
Little Early Bisers. They cure consiipation,
sick headache and billiousness, Charles

was undoubtedly robbery,
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VIRGINIA NEWS.

Mr. E. G. Brugh, formerly a member
of the Heuse of D-legates from Bote-
tourt county, died on Saturday.

Mrs. Virginia Miller, who wea acci-
deotally shot by ber husband on Fri-
day, died on Saturday evening at &
o'clock at their home near Winchester.
Mr, John H. Dioneen, baving gone lo
Baltimore to reside, has resigoed the
position of State escheator, which office
he has held since Gen, Fitz, Lee wes
G.veroor.

br. Addison Hansford, of King
George,and Mrs, Ella M. Gordon, of
(aroline were married Thursday at the
home of the bride’s brother, Mr. W, F.
Stephens, in Spottsylvania counly.

A pretty marriage took place at Mon-
tecue Chapel, in King George
county, Wednesday, the principals be-
ing Miss Susie Foster, deughter of Mr.
L. M. Foster, and Mr, Abper Price,
both of Kir ¢ (Gieorge.

Judge Holmes, in the county court
of Mecklenburg, on Saturday sentenced
[saac Paylor, colored, to be hanged on
the 20th of May next, for the murder
of his wife Lula Paylor, on the 21st day
of last January.

The State Board of Public Instruction
will hold a meeting in Richmond next
Wedoesday to hear the plea of Lhe
history committee of the Grand Camp
for the adoption of meore imparlial
histories for use in the public schools of
the State.

Mr. Julius Bear, one of Richmond's
best koown and most popular Jewish
citizens, died Saturday evening at the
Old Dominion Hospital, where e had
been operated upon, Deceased was in
the seventy-ninth year of his age. He
was a native of Bavaria.

Preparations to lay submarine mines
in the harbor at Old Poiot have been
made. The cables, to which these
mines will be attached, have already
been placed in the waters of Chesa-
penke bay at Capes Henry and Charles,
and the mines themselves can be at-
tached in 24 bhours. A network of
wires extends from Cape Heory to Cape
Charles and any oumber of torpeloes
can be connected with them.

e
SPANISH AFFAIRS.

The general elections to the Spanish
Cortes yesterday resulted in a decided
vietory for Premier Sagasta, the liberals
winning about 300 out of the 432 seats.

A cablegram from Madrid states that
the public there regards war as ioevi
table. The Spanish government, it is
reported, has decided that it will peith-
er uccept a money ofler for Cuba nor

will it permit the '‘so called friendly
intervention” in Coban eftaira by the
United States.

The defenses of Manila, Philippine
[slands, bave been strengthened with
4 view of guarding against & possible
attack hy sea.

M. Hanoteux, French minister of for-
eign sifsirs, stated in the Chamber of
Deputies at Paris on Saturday that the
United States and Spain are equally
dear to France,

Gen. Msximo Gomez has written lo
the Cubao junla in New York eaying
that he is williog to pay Spain $200,000,-
000 for Cuba’s freedom if needed.

The Spanish minister called to see
Assistant Secretary Day in Washington
yesterday, There was also a confer-
ence of Cabinet officials at the White
House.

The Spanish torpedo boat Audaz,
which put into Waterford, Ireland, in
distress, was badly dsmaged. Her
companion boat, which parted from her
in the hurricane, has not yet been re-
ported.

The Rome correspondent of the Bar-
liner Tageblatt telegraphs : The Mar-
quiz Viconti Venosts, the Italian [oreign
minister, savs the Cuban situation has
grown worse, but that outside of Aus-
tria, which morelly supports Spain for
dynastic reasons, no lluropean power is
inclined to show practicalsympathy for
Spain.

A dispatch from Washington says:
The administration is favorably con-
sidering representations made by the
Spanish government in the hope of se-
curiog peace through diplomatic nego-
tiations, the basis of these propositions
beiog the acceptance by Spain of an
appropriation by Congress to feed her
starviog people in Cuba and theofler to
the Cubans of a revised form of au
tonomy, during & proposed armistice.
The President expects to see
Cuba ‘“practically free,”” and he
hopes that some arrangement can be
maide which will be acceptable to the
Cubans and still lsave the Bpanish flag
flying over the islands, thus avoidiog
WAr.

In Madrid yesterday U. 8, Minister
Woodford said: The President desires
peace between Spain and the United
States and peace in Cuba. Tver since
I was accredited 1 have worked
by hiz direction aod under bis
guidance, and I shall work so long as I
am accredited, I have been & soldier
aod know the horrors of war, and lo-
day, as always, I pray that peace may
continue between the land of Columbus
end the land of Washiogton."

The DMadrid correspondent of tke
London Times, noting that “Spain at
present is playing a relatively passive
part in the development of the situa-
tion," and contrastiog the “warlike ac-
tivity of the United Stetes” with the
“subdued and apparently inactive anx-

“The ministry, however, is eager to
draw President McKinley's attention at
the earliest moment to the report of the
Spanish commission as to the Maioe
disaster, and it iz understood that e
messepger is going post-haste from
Havana with the document, and will
reach Washington probably on Tues:
day. The government believes tbat
the simultaneous presentation of the
two reports to Congress would avert or
at any rate mitigate any tempestuous
display of feeling.

The Russian Novosti publishes ap
article which upbraide Ameriea fora
“*barbarcus attempt to grab Cuba,”
and asserts that “‘all the European
States svmpathiza with Spain, who,
however, is doomed to carry on the
struggle alone, as none of the powers
Lias any immediate interest in the mat-
ter.

There is a rumor at Vienna of s pro-
posal to submit the whole Spanish con-
troversy to arbitration,

— e

James W. Buchanan, a grand-nephew
of the Iate ex-President Buchenan, was
run down by a train aond killed in the
Pennsylvapia Railroed yard, at AD’
toona, Pa., yesterday. The mangled
remains were discovered by his wife,
who left her house to search for him,

B . o —

Thirty five years make a generstion. That
is how long Adolph Fisher, of Zinesville, 0.,
soffered from piles. He was cured by nsing
three boxes of DaWitt’s Witch Hazel Balve,

Charles G, Lannen.

jety prevailing at Madrid,” says:|®

T0-DAY’S TELEGRAPHIC NEWS

President's Message to Congress.
WASHINGTON, Mar. 28.—The Presi-
dent to-day sent Lhe following message
to Coogress:

To the Congress of the United States:

For some time prior to the visit of
tbe Maine to Havana harbor our con-
sular representatives pointed out the
advaniages to flow from the visit of na-
tional ships to the Cuban waters, in ac-
customing the people to the presence
of our flag as the symbol of good will
and of our ships in the fulfillment of
the mission of protection to American
interests, even though no immediale
need therefor might exiat,

Accordiogly, on the 24th of January
last, after a conference with the Span-
ish minister in which the renewal of
visits of our war vess-ls to Spanish
walers was discussed and accepted, the
peninsula authorilies at Madrid aod
Havana were advised of the purpose of
this government to resume friendly
naval visits at Cubaan ports and that in
that view the Maine would forthwith
call at the port of Havana. This an-
nouncement was received by the
Spanich government with appre-
ciation of the friendly character
of tke visit of the Maine and with
notification of intention to return the
courtesy by sending Spanish ships to
the principal ports of the United States,
Meanwhile the Maine entered tha port
of Havana on the 25th of January, her
arrival being marked with no special
incident besides the exchange of cus-
tomary salutes and ceremonial visits,

The Maine conlinued in the harbor
of Havana duriog the three weeks fol-
lowing her arrival, Noappreciable ex-
citemeunt attended her stay; on ¢he con-
trary & feeling of relief and confidence
followed the resumption of the long in
terrupted friendly intercourse, So no-
ticeable was this immediate effect of
her visit that the Consul General strong-
ly urged that the presence of our ships
in Cuban weters should be kept up by
retaining the Maine a% Havaoa, or, in
the event of her recall, by sending an-
other vessel there to tuke ber place.

At 9:40 in the evening of February
15 the Maine was destroyed by an ex-
plosion, by which the entire forward
part of the ship was utterly wrecked.
[n this catastraphe two officers and 2614
of her crew perished, those who were
not killed outright by her explosion
being penped between decks by the
tangle of wreckage end drowned by
the immediate sioking of the hull
Prompt aseistance was rendered by the
neighboring vi=sels anchored io the
harbor, aid being especially given by
the boats of the Spanish eruiser
Alphonso  XII and the Ward
Line steamer City of Washington,
which lay mnot far distant. The
wounded were generously cared for by
the authorities of Havana, Lhe bozpit-
als being freely opened to them, while
the earliest recovered bodies of the
dead were ioterred by the municipality
in a public cametery in the city. Trib-
utes of grief and sympathy were of
fered from all official quarters of Lhe
island.

The appalling calamity fell upon the
people of our country with crushing
torce and for a brieftime an intense ex-
citement prevailed, which io & com-
munity less just and self controlled than
ours might have led to hasty acts of
« blind resentment, This spirit, however,
zoon gave way to the calmer processes
of reason and to the resolve to investi
gate the fact and await material proof
hefore forming a judgment as to the
cause, the responsibility and, if the facts
warranted, the remedy due. This
course necessarily recommended itself
from the outset to the Executive for
only in the light of a dispassionately
ascertained certainty could it determine
the nature and measure of its full duty
in the malter.

\The usual procedure was followed, as
in all cares of casualty or disaster to
national vessels of any marilime Stale.
A naval court of inquiry was al once
organized composed of officers well
qualified by rank and practical experi
wnce to discharge the operous duty im
posed upon them. Aided by a strong
force of wreckers and divers the court
proceeded to make a thorough investi-
gation on the spot, employing every
available means for the impartiel and
exact delerminsation of the causes of the
explosion. Ita operations heve been
conducted with the utmost deliberation
and judgment and while independently
puraued no source of information was
neglected and the fullest opportunity
was allowed for a simultaneous investi-
gation by the Spanish authorilies,

The finding of the court of inqguiry
was reached after twenty-threedays of
contiouous labor, on Lthe 21st of March
instant, and baving been approved on
the 220d by the Commander in Chief of
the U. S. naval force on the North Al-
lantic station was transwitted to the
executive.

It is herewith laid before the Con-
gress, together with the voluminous
testimony taken before the court.

Its purport is, in brief, as lollows :

When the Maine arrived at Havana
she was conducted by the regular gov-
ernment pilot to buoy No. 4 to which
she was moored io from live and one-
half to six fathoms of walter,

The State of discipline on board and
the condition of her magazines, boilers,
coal bunkers and storage compartments
are passed in review, with the conclu-
cion that excellent order prevailed and
that no indication of any cause for an
internal explosion existed in any quart-

I,

At 8 o'clock in the evening of Feb-
ruary 15 everything has been reported
gecure and all was quiet.

At forty mioutes past nine o'clock
the vessel was suddenly destroyed.

There were two distinct explosions,
with a brief interval betweeo them.
The first lifted the forward part of the
ship very perceptibly; the second,
which was rhore open, prolonued and
of greater volume, is attributed by the
court to the partial explosion of two or
more of the forward magazines,

The evidence of the divers establish-
es that the after ;part of the ship was
practically intact and sank in that con-
dition a very few minutes after the ex-
plosion, The forward part was com
pletely demolished,

Upon the evidence of a concurrent
external cause, Lhe finding of the court
ia a8 follows:

At frame 17 the outer shell of the
ship, from a point eleven and one-hall
feet from the middie of the ship and
six feet above the keel when in its nor-
mal position, bas been forced up so s
to be now about 4 feet above the sur-
face of the water; therefore about U4
feet above where it would bea had the
ship sunk uninjored.

The outside bottom platiog is bent in
two areversed V shape, the afierwing of
which, about 15 feet broad and 52 fe..
in length, (from frame 17 to frame 25) is |
doubled backjupon itself against ihe |
continuation of the same plating ex-
tending forward.

broken in two and the flat keel bent
into &n angle similar to the angle form-
ed by the outside bottom plates. This
vresk is now about 6 feet below the
surface of the water and about 30 feet
aboye its normal position.

In the opinion of the court this effect
could have been produced only by the
explosion of a mine situated under the
bottom of the sbip at about frame 18
agji somewhat on the port side of the
ship.

The conelusions of the courl are:

That the loss of the Maine was not in
any respect due to fault or negligence
on the part of any of the officers or
members of her crew;

That the ship was destroyed by the
explosion of & submarine minoe, which
caused (he partial explosion of two or
more of her forward magszines; apd

That no evidence has been obtained
fixing the respounsibility of the Maine
upon ANDY PErson Or persons.

I have directed that the finding
of the court of inquiry and the views of
this government thereon be communi-
cated to the government of Her Msjes-
ty, the Queen Resgsnot, and I do oot
permit myself to doubti that the sense
of justice of the Spanish nation will dic-
tate a course of action suggested by
hopoor and the friendly relations of the
two governments.

It will be the duty of the executive
to edvise the Congress of this result,
and in the meantime deliberate consid-
eration is invoked.

WicLiay McKINLEY.

—_—
New Vessels tor the Navy,
SEATTLE, Wash., March 28 —A tele-
gram from the Secretary of the Navy
has been received by Morac Brotbers
telling them to complete the torpedo
hoat Rowan at the earliest possible mo-
ment. Under the contrect the Rowan
will have a speed of 30 miles an hour,
It ia fitted with three torpedo tubes.
PuiLapeLraIA, March 25, —The gun-
boat Princeton, which is being built at
Cumden, is rapidly nearing completion,
She will leave the shipyard in about a
week to receive her fittiogs. The Prince-
ton is not a large craft but is perfect in
her appointments and admirably adapt-
ed to cruising in shallow waters.
JERLIN, March 28, — Lieutenant
Commander Niblack, the U, 8. paval
attache, has conditionally purchased
for the U. 8. government a protected
cruiser building at Kiel for a South
American government. He is consid-
sring the purchase of & vessel buildiog
at Hamburg.

g =
From the Flooded District.

Ciycinyary, 0., March 28 —At 10
o'clock this morning the river was sixty
feet and four-tenths und was falliog at
all places sbove. The rain up theriver
was vot sullicient Lo check the fall, No
further serious damage will come from
the additional rige,

Mascovras, Iil,, March 28.—The
great levees 20 miles up the Kaskasia
are expected to be swept awsy and
many farmers are abandoning their
homes in the lowlands, Batween Fay-
etteville and St. Libory the Kaskasia is
now about four miles wide and all
overland trafiic bas been abandoned.

INpranaror:s, Ind., March 28.—The
Wabush and White rivers are on the
rampege. Io some portions of southern
Indiana the Wabash is said to be 10
miles wide. Much live stock has been
drowped and wheat all along tho low-
lands of Indiana’s southern rivers has

destroyed.
bsen ealr_ogﬁl__‘__

Foreizn News.

PrriN, March 25.—The Chinese gar-
risons were withdrawn to-day from Port
Arthur and Ta-Lien Wan, the Russians
landing, and the Russian flag was
hoisted at both places.

Dusriy, March 25.—In connection
with the centennary of the revolution
of 1798 the police have searched the
farmer’s house in the counties of Lime-
rick aod Coi k, taking possession of all
tirearms found and announcing that
they will be returned afier the celebra-
tions.

Loxpon, March 28 —The Earl of
Straflord is dead. George Henry Charles
Byng, third Earl of Strafford, was born
in London in 1831 He had been Lord-
in-waiting to the (Queen, under Secre-
tary of State for foreign ailairs and un-
der Secretary of State for Indis,

—————
Shot His Daughters' Betrayer.,

SeaTrie, Wash,, March 25 —M, I\
Schelderup, & well-known jnsurance so-
licitor, was shot and killed yesterday
by E. M. Bradley, a prominent con-
tractor, on the corner of Third and
Cherry streets, in the presence of a
large crowd of theatre-goers, Schelder-
up was standing on the corner waiting
for Miss Bessie Bradley with whom he
was going to the concert at the theatre,
Iostead of being met by the young lady
Lie was met by her father, who, without
saying 8 word, drew a Colt's revolver
and shot Schelderup through the body.
Schelderup fell to the ground) and ex-
pired in a fow minutes Bradley was
arrested. At the station he would
make no statement beyond saying that
he shot Schelderup becauze he had
ruined three of his daughters,

N Gladstong Critically 10,
LoxpoxN, March 25.—The Westmins-
ter (iazette this afternoon, discussing
the health of Mr, Gladstone, says: "It
is no pews to say that Mr. Gladstone’s
illness must necesearily be fatal ina
comparatively short time. Mr. Glad-
stone 1+ fully informed as to his condi-
tion, He asked the doctors to tell him
the truth, and wes thankful when io-
formed that he had no chance of re-
covery., H s life goes on quietly and

evenly. Music is his chief solace.”

From Cuba:s

Havana, March 28 —The city of
Huvana is quiet and business is being
conducted as usual,

At Villa Clara the antonomiste did
not vote at the election yesterday, and
in meny districts only a few persons
voted.

The insurgents have been defeated in
several skirmishes recently.

——— e
Fusion Ticket Adopted.

PorrLAND, Ore , March 28.—A fusion
State ticket under the pame of the
people’s-democratic-silver  republican
party has been completed, headed by W.
R Kiog, populist, for Governor. The
“middle-of-the-road” populists who
bolted the regular populist convention
sominated a separate State ticket,

From Madrid.

Maprip, Mar. OS5 —Fenor Sagasts, the
prewmier, declares the Spaniah goveroment has
no® sent & note to the government of the
United States on the subjeet of the relief of
the Cubaps., ‘The official newspapers are
somewhat eptimistic in their references to
the “Solution of the Cuban difficulty,” al-

| though thes emphssize the opinien that the

recrudescenco of the fur eastern (nestion is

unfavorable to Fpain, “ss diverting the at-

tention of the European powers,”
e .

A torpid liver robs you of ambition arxd
ruins your beslth. DeWitt's Little Early
Risers cleanze the liver, cure constipaticn
snd all atomach and liver troubles, Charles

At frame 18 the verlical keel is ¢ Lennon.

+ casion to deliver an interestivg .

| preacher to fill the pulpit o1 |

TELEGRAPHIC BREVITIES,

The work of painting the battieships
upexpectedly stopped yesterday, wi|
be resumed to-morrow. They will L.
Elsin;ed a dark lead color inmstead of
ack,

Rich strikes of gold are said to haye
been made In creeke not far distant
from Skaguoary port. The new tini-
bave caused a stampede from Dawsor
and hundreds of claims have beey
staked,

Mrs. Elizabeth Vanname, a widoy,
35 years of age, died of hydrophobia 4
bome in West New Brighton, =, 1., (0.
day. Mrs. Vanname was bitten ip o
spots on February 7 by a dog whic
ran smuack through the town, hitin.
four other persons.

A destructive wind storm, accompanic!

& heivy dewnpour of 1sin, struck Ar'm -
I T, last night and sixteen dwal'ings w.

woved from their foundations, Al stri:

are 8wo'len and considerably damagai |
lieved to have been done in the .y ronndi,

conntry,

Adjutsnt Gzneral Stryker, of New Jo
received word from Assistant Sec
the Navy Boosevelt to day to ho
five of the New Jersey mnaval ro:
readiness to take the monitor Montau
League Island navy vard to Portland

Bichard F, Loper. vice president aul .
eral mansger of the Guarantors' Fi.
Campany, at Philadelphia, was placed
arrest this afterncon churged with consiin
to cheat and defraud the People's Bank.

An sgent of the Spanish governmer
Havana i3 in the Kansas City m
chasing mules for the Spanish i
He has purchased 600 to be delivere!
wharl at New Orleans by April 5,

The Atlantic liner Michigau which it v
at New York fiom Lonton to das
200 cases of smokeless powder, T
tion of the powder is believed tu L.
department.

Freezing temperature with a all o/ 4
40 degrees within 48 hours pr ]
night snd this morning throuy
western Misgsonri and Kansas,

The UT. 8. eruisers Sun Franeisco anl ¥ .
Orleans (formerly Amezonas) suilod
Epgland yesterday for New York

Miss Fanny Daveuport, the st
thonght to be dying in Chicago.

LT
METHODIST CONFERENCE,

At Hinton, W. Va, on =uturd
when the class for sdmission into (1
connection was brought up at the Iy
more Apnual Conference, Meth
Church South, Bishop Wilson ¢

+

]'.-...'I.‘ i

on Methodist doctrine, and the duiu
of & minister. During il
dress he gaid : “You peed nor worny
sbout natiopal questions; they w
be discussed more thoroughly, if o
more satisfactorily, in the councils o
the nation. The preacher does «0
have to yat on the Spanish ue=tin
Stick to the Seriplures, for you v
enough there. The Gospelsof (‘i -
the only things inexhaustible, Je-
audﬁwiticisma have no place i the pu
pit.

The deacons and elders were ordaiy
ed yvesterday.

The treasurer of the board of «
siong, J, E. Alexander, of this city, ma
his report, Foreign missions, Washin
ton district, $2,050 ; total for the ezl
districts, £10.588. Domestic missio:
Washington, 31,345 ; for the eight -
tricts, $6,663 ‘There was a slight (-
cregse in the foreign mission collectior -
and a elight decrease in the dome-!
mission collections from last year. Tl ¢
educational board assessed 2,000 [
Ranodolph-Macon Collega and 360 1o
the general educational board.

It was decided to send a memorial (0
the Geoeial Conference, asking 1ol
the financial, 23 well as other ailairs (1
each charge be examined at the annis
conference,

Rev. Quincy A. Wheat was recon
mended to be placed on the suyiruw
nuated list,

The |Conference Benevolent =ociciy
met Saturday afterocou. There w
only one death during the year, 1
of F. M. Totten, Oflicers for 1he 1
suing vear were elected as foliow
President, J. S, Hutchinson ; Secretary,
8. K. Cox; Treasurer, Robt, Mugriuler
who, with J, E Armstrong, und [ |
Prettyman, constitute the board o ¢
rectors

Congiderable speculation is hei:
dulged over a request from the |
ginia Couference for the transicr of

Station Church, Richmond, mul: vs
cant by the recent death of Rey. G
C. Vanderslice.

The feeling of most of the memls
and delegates seems to be in favor of
centrally-located place for the v
meeting. The committee has nol
reported, but it is generally under-
that Alexandria will most likely ho =
lected. There are some who wo
also like to see Winchester chosen,

A special meeting of the laymen
held Baturdsy night, to decide ujon
the lay delegutes to the General (o -
ferenge, which meets in Baltimore )
ing May. The delegates decided 1)
are : Robert Magruder, Baltimore
trict; P.V.D. Conway, Washineto
E. B. Conrad, Rockinghar.; Judu
W, Woods, Roanoke, and 1. J. U
liams, Lewisburg, Alternates—[ir.
L. Jarret, East Baltimore ; Judge ! |
Newman, Winchester, and Dr, 1
Jones, Moorefield.

T
A ViRGINIA “JubpGe” v Tiot -
About a month ago there urrivel
Troy, N. Y., a rather distinguisfc!
looking elderly man of Hebrew extin
tion, whe registered at one of the 11!
a8 Henry Ash, of Richmond, Vs
anuvounced that he represented w "=
syndicate, which had from 1,000
$5,000,000 to loan on bond snd u
gage, and that he came North to Lo
investment for part of that sum. =
gaid he had been a judge in Virwio
and had held other offices in Lhi !
of profit and trust. He secured varo
smell sums from perties to whom
pretended he would lend monty v 't
way of fees for appraisements, —arii-
ing_titles, &e. While in Troy be
made the acquaintapce of & ¥oine
Jewess named Cardova and became vi
Eaged to her after obtainirg hoard 1

er father’s honse, A fow days -“li"
anid was

arriyed at the end of his rope
compelled to leaye Troy ral
risdly. People in Richmond sai 0
neyer heard of the “Judge.”
Yellow Jaundice Cured,

Buffering humanity should be =i
plied with every means possible for il
relief, Itis with pleasure we publish
the following : “This ie to certify hat
I wasa terrible sufferer from Yellow
Jaudice for over six months snd wad
treated by some of the best physicians
in our city and all to po avail. I'r.
Bell, our druggist, recommended
Electric Bitters, and after luking (W0
bottles I was entirely cured. 1 pow
take great plessure in recommending
them to any person suffering with 1his
terrible malady, I am gratefully yours,
M. A, Hogarty, Lexington, Ky.” =Scld
by E. L, Allen, Druggist.
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